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So the resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Mr. WELLER. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.
71, | was inadvertently detained. Had | been
present, | would have voted “yea.”

Mr. PICKERING. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably detained and missed the following
rollcall vote: Rollcall vote No. 71, H. Res. 130.
Had | been present, | would have voted “aye.”

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SPENCE. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on House Resolution 130, the
resolution just agreed to.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LATOURETTE). Is there objection to the
request of the gentleman from South
Carolina?

There was no objection.

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 1150

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, | ask unanimous consent
to remove my name as a cosponsor of
H.R. 1150.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

INTERIM FEDERAL AVIATION AD-
MINISTRATION AUTHORIZATION
ACT

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent to take from the
Speaker’s table the Senate bill (S. 643)
to authorize the Airport Improvement
Program for 2 months, and for other
purposes, and ask for its immediate
consideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the Senate
bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, reserv-
ing the right to object, | yield to the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
SHUSTER) briefly to explain the bill.

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, this is a
simple extension. We are taking the
Senate’s bill to extend the Airport Im-
provement Program for 2 months so
that we can then deal with the major
legislation in April or May. That is all
this is.

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I am
happy to yield to the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN).

(Mr. DUNCAN asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of this legislation.

On March 31, 1999, funding for the FAA Air-
port Improvement Program will be cut off. Last
year, we attempted to pass a comprehensive
long-term bill that would have extended AIP
and FAA funding.

However, due to a breakdown in conference
negotiations, only a short-term 6-month exten-
sion for the AIP was passed as part of the
Omnibus appropriations bill.

In February of this year, the House passed
H.R. 99, a six-month bill to extend AIP and
fund FAA’s operations and facilities and equip-
ment programs through the end of FY 99.

H.R. 99 was passed so that AIP funding
would not run out while we attempted to pass
our long-term aviation reauthorization bill,
AIR-21.

H.R. 99 was passed out of the House and
sent to the Senate on February 3, two months
prior to the expiration of AIP funding on March
31st.

In the shadow of this imminent deadline,
last week the Senate passed a two-month ex-
tension bill that would fund AIP only through
May 31st of this year.

The Senate bill also includes technical
changes for the Military Airport Program and
the small airport fund within AIP to allow them
to work under the limited extension.

In addition, the Senate bill extends the War
risk Insurance program for two additional
months. Its funding is also set to expire on
March 31st. This is an important issue, espe-
cially in light of current events.

The House passed H.R. 98 in February,
which extended the War Risk Insurance Pro-
gram through 2004. If the Senate should pass
H.R. 98, it is our intention that that bill exten-
sion for 5 years should take precedence over
this two-month provision.

Finally, the Senate bill allows the FAA to
consider a PFC application from Metropolitan
Washington Airport Authority up to a limit of
$30 million. Under current law, FAA is not al-
lowed to consider a PFC application from
MWAA.

Although this bill only extends the programs
for two months instead of the House-passed
six month bill, it is important that this bill pass
so that funding for AIP does not lapse.

| urge you all to support this bill so that this
short term measure is in place and funding for
your local airports will remain in effect while
we attempt to pass a long-term FAA reauthor-
ization bill.

(Mr. OBERSTAR asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, it is
regrettable that the other body did not
act as responsibly and as promptly as
this committee and this body did, but |
do support this 2-month extension.

Further reserving the right to object,
I want to observe with sadness the
death of a good friend to airports, to
this committee, and to the Congress,
Ellis Ohnstad, the long-time employee
of the FAA Airports Office, a constant
source of good humor and solid infor-
mation and support for our committee.
We will miss him dearly.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to support pas-
sage of S. 643. S. 643 provides for a 2-month
extension of the Airport Improvement Program
(AIP) and authorization for other Federal Avia-
tion Administration (FAA) programs through
the end of the fiscal year 1999.
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